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Erste Asset Management receives top ratings from
world’'s biggest sustainability reporting

e Signatories of the UN PRI report annually on sustainable investment activities
e Top rating of five stars in all categories

e Erste AM ratings well above median in peer group

e Please note: investments in securities involve risks as well as opportunities.

Erste Asset Management (Erste AM), Austria’s largest capital investment company, has received the
highest possible rating of five stars in all categories in this year's reporting by the United Nations-
supported Principles for Responsible Investing (PRI). The mandatory annual reporting by signatories of
the UN PRI provides an overview of how asset managers are engaging in the area of responsible and
sustainable investing.
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“Since signing the Principles for Responsible Investing in 2009, we have been able to set many
important milestones in the area of sustainability and have steadily increased our sustainably
managed assets. The five-star rating across all reporting categories is confirmation for us that we
are on the right track and motivation to achieve our ambitious ESG goals. We are particularly
pleased with the good UNPRI reporting result in the areas of strategy and confidence-building
measures,” said Heinz Bednar, CEO of Erste Asset Management, who was delighted with the
award received by Erste AM.
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More than 3,800 asset managers globally report on sustainable investment activities

Thousands of companies report on their sustainable investment activities every year as part of PRI
reporting. According to the UN PRI, over 3,800 companies submitted their reports this year. According to
the UN PRI, PRI reporting is the largest global reporting project for responsible investments.

In the course of the PRI reporting, investors have to disclose how they integrate the six principles of the

UN PRI into their investment decisions and how they promote responsible and sustainable investing. The
reporting includes the mandatory categories of policy governance and strategy and confidence-building
measures.

On the other hand, the report covers categories that depend on the asset classes that the respective
investor manages — using Erste Asset Management as an example, these are the categories of equities
(listed equity) and bonds (fixed income). Up to 100% can be achieved in each category — a score of over
90 means a 5-star rating.

Erste AM ratings clearly above peer group median

Erste AM not only achieved the highest possible rating of five stars in all categories - it is also clearly
above the median of its peer group in all areas. This peer group is composed of all European investment
companies that participate in PRI reporting. In the categories “Policy Governance & Strategy” and



ERSTE é Press release

Asset Management Vienna, 19th december 2024

"Confidence-building Measures”, the peer group includes around 1,400 asset managers, while in the
remaining categories it includes 240 to 400 investment companies.

"We are particularly pleased that we have outperformed the median in all categories in the highly
competitive European market, where the leading sustainable fund companies are based. This underlines
our commitment to remaining a pioneer in sustainability and the first port of call for sustainable
investments," says Walter Hatak, Head of Responsible Investments at Erste AM, emphasising the
importance of the top rating. Please note: investments in sustainable securities also involve risks as well
as opportunities.
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Results facilitate comparison within the asset management industry

For the reporting companies, the PRI reporting facilitates a comparison with other investors to assess
and improve their commitment to sustainable and responsible investments. Although no detailed results
are published for other companies in the peer group, a comparison with the median in the individual
categories provides an overview of the performance in relation to the benchmark.

“"Companies that report not only benefit from a clear and comprehensive assessment of their responsible
and sustainable investment activities, but also gain valuable insights into how their performance compares
with that of their industry peers,” according to the UN PRI website.

Globally leading initiative for responsible investment

The United Nations-supported Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI) is the world's leading initiative
for responsible investment. Since 2006, the initiative has pursued the goal of establishing social and
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ecological issues in the investment industry. At the heart of the initiative are six principles for investors
that are intended to serve as a guide for sustainable and responsible investment.

1. We will incorporate ESG issues into investment analysis and decision-making processes.

2. We will be active owners and incorporate ESG issues into our ownership policies and
practices.

3. We will seek appropriate disclosure on ESG issues by the entities in which we invest.

4. We will promote acceptance and implementation of the Principles within the investment
industry.

5. We will work together to enhance our effectiveness in implementing the Principles.

6. We will each report on our activities and progress towards implementing the Principles.

In 2009, Erste Asset Management was the first Austrian asset manager to sign the UN PRI, thereby
committing itself to actively shaping the further development of the market for sustainable investments.

About us

Erste Asset Management GmbH (Erste AM) is an international asset management company with a strong
position in Central and Eastern Europe. Erste Asset Management is backed by the financial strength of Erste
Group Bank AG (Erste Group). At its locations in Austria, Germany, Croatia, Romania, Slovakia, the Czech
Republic, and Hungary, Erste AM manages assets of EUR 84.0bn (as of 30 October 2024). Erste Asset
Management has been operating successfully in the market since 1965.
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For enquiries, please contact:
Erste Asset Management GmbH | Communications & Digital Marketing | Am Belvedere 1, 1100 Vienna
Dieter Kerschbaum, +43 (0)50100 19858, E-Mail: dieter.kerschbaum@erste-am.com
Philipp Marchhart, +43 (0)50100 19854, E-Mail: philipp.marchhart@erste-am.com
Paul Severin, +43 (0)50100 19982, E-Mail: paul.severin@erste-am.com
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Important legal notes

This document is an advertisement. Please refer to the prospectus of the UCITS or to the Information for
Investors pursuant to Art 21 AIFMG of the alternative investment fund and the Key Information Document
before making any final investment decisions. Unless indicated otherwise, source: Erste Asset Management
GmbH. Our languages of communication are German and English.

The prospectus for UCITS (including any amendments) is published in accordance with the provisions of
the InvFG 2011 in the currently amended version. Information for Investors pursuant to Art 21 AIFMG is
prepared for the alternative investment funds (AIF) administered by Erste Asset Management GmbH
pursuant to the provisions of the AIFMG in connection with the InvFG 2011. The fund prospectus,
Information for Investors pursuant to Art 21 AIFMG, and the Key Information Document can be viewed in
their latest versions at the web site www.erste-am.com within the section mandatory publications or
obtained in their latest versions free of charge from the domicile of the management company and the
domicile of the custodian bank. The exact date of the most recent publication of the fund prospectus, the
languages in which the Key Information Document is available, and any additional locations where the
documents can be obtained can be viewed on the web site www.erste-am.com. A summary of investor
rights is available in German and English on the website www.erste-am.com/investor-rights as well as at
the domicile of the management company.

The management company can decide to revoke the arrangements it has made for the distribution of unit
certificates abroad, taking into account the regulatory requirements.

Detailed information on the risks potentially associated with the investment can be found in the fund
prospectus or Information for investors pursuant to Art 21 AIFMG of the respective fund. If the fund currency
is a currency other than the investor's home currency, changes in the corresponding exchange rate may
have a positive or negative impact on the value of his investment and the amount of the costs incurred in
the fund - converted into his home currency.

Our analyses and conclusions are general in nature and do not take into account the individual needs of our
investors in terms of earnings, taxation, and risk appetite. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of the
future performance of a fund.



